éTLC The Land Conservancy

Special Places.
Forever, for Everyene.

His Hanour,
Sveven L. Point, OBC
Lt. Gowvernae of B.C.

Honorary President
lena Campagnele, PC, OM, OBC
(formar Lt Gowvarnor of B.C.)

Patrons
Robert & Birgit Batarnan
DOr. Mancy Tumer

Soerd of Directors

Brant Michals, Chair
lanry Ellis, ice Chair

udith Brard, Secretary

Zalin Gabelrmmann, Tressurer

Pata Alexandar

HMichelle Ellison

Dubarah Griffiths

Chiris Hamiltan

Richard Hankin

Wicky Husband

Lindsay jones

Karin Lenggar

Sue Morhun

Murray Fankin

Stuart Stark

George West

Jirm Whsa

David Zehrdar

Bill Turrer

TLC
The Land Conservancy
of British Columbla

300 - 1195 Esquimalr Reoad

Victoria, British Columbia

WaA NS

Phone: (250 479-8053

Fax: (250 744-225 |

adminEconsarvancy.be.ca
. conservancy . be ca

June 20, 2008

Farm Assessment Review
PO Box 9432 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC VBW 9N6

Attention: Frank Leonard
Blair Lekstrom

Re: Recommendations for the Farm Assessment Review Panel, Second
Submission

Since 1997, TLC has been working with BC’s farming community to promote
agriculture as an environmentally supportive industry. In many cases, farmers are
committed to using ecologically friendly management practices, including setting
aside natural areas. However, few business incentives exist to offset the financial
and time investment required by these practices.

The following recommendations to the Farm Assessment Review Panel arise from
TLC’s desire to see ecologically sustainable farming practices supported in BC.
Additional recommendations follow from 7LC’s mandate as a farmland trust to
support and protect farmland and farming in BC for local sustainable food
production. Please note the addition of Recommendations 6 and 7 from our first
submission on April 9, 2008,

Recommendation 1:
Include natural areas under Farm Classification rather than under Residential
Classification. This recommendation applies to both ALR and non-ALR lands.

In many cases, natural areas provide necessary support for farming such as
creating favorable micro-climates, providing habitat for pollinators, and buffering
urban areas from noise and odour. Natural areas also provide goods and services
for the public such as water filtration, sediment control and wildlife habitat.

Recommendation 2:
ALR and non-ALR land be declared ineligible for split classification in cases
where on-farm income exceeds off-farm income.

TLC recognizes there is pressure on BC Assessment to prevent ‘country estates’
from receiving farm tax status, especially in municipalities with higher property






