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December 6, 2007

To: Mayor and Councils of the Peninsula, BC Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, and the BC Assessment Authority.

Re: Thoughts and considerations on the Land Assessment refinements by the
BC Assessment Authority (BCAA).

At our regular meeting on November 8™ the Peninsula Agricultural Commission heard and discussed
the nature of the assessment refinements being undertaken by representatives of the Assessment
Authority. We appreciate and wish to thank those representatives, Ms Gilbert and Mr. Mahon, for
taking the time to inform our Commission and many residents of Saanich.

We have been asked by our Council representative from Saanich and by residents of Saanich to
provide some thoughts and considerations on the assessment refinement and its implications to
agriculture and farmers.

With respect to our Commission’s mission and objectives we provide the thoughts and considerations:
Mission and objectives statements from the Commission Strategy report 1997

Mission (in part):
The aim of these strategic objectives is to safe guard the future of farming and the farm
community on the Saanich Peninsula by ensuring that the industry is profitable
competitive and a responsible steward of the land and the environments; being a part
of and meeting the agricultural needs of Greater Victoria and beyond.

To achieve these objectives, the Committee stresses the need for farmers to become
involved at the decision-making level, the need to foster co-operation, harmonization
and co-ordination in relation to farm issues with government, industry and community
groups. Farmers and govemment need to work together to develop and maintain an
awareness of the critical role played by agriculture in our community. An on-going
organization must be formed, (this Commission 1997) comprised of farmers and
supported by government at all levels, to implement and monitor the next steps in
achieving these objectives.

Strategic Objectives (in part)
* To secure an adequate supply of water to farms at a competitive cost.
* To increase economic returns to farmers.
* To enhance the sustainability of the agricultural land base.
» To foster stewardship of farm land which embraces environment and other community values.

Comments from the Commission members at our November 8" meeting:






