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BACKGROUND

The original purpose of the BC Assessment Authority's Farm assessment review has been lost. |t
was explained, at length, to the PRRD Agriculture Advisory committee (AAC) in 2003 as being a
review of those buying farmland to build executive houses on and who still were still being
assessed as farms. Workers in the oil patch buying up property in the Fort St John area were cited
as examples. We were told the review was being conducted under BC Assessment Authority
policies and that common sense would be used as policy was open to interpretation unlike
legislation.

SPLIT ASSESSMENTS

It seemed reasonable to the AAC that those who were not bona-fide agriculture producers and had
never been bona-fide agriculture producers should be paying residential taxes rather than farm
taxes. It did not seem reasonable to the committee that any land owned by bona-fide producers
that was unsuitable for cultivation, or deemed to have environmental values, should be immediately
assessed as "rural residential”. Neither did it seem reasonable for seniors who retired in their farm
homes to be assessed differently than they had been in the past.

Under Environmental Farm Plans, producers cost share with the Federal and Provincial
governments to protect wetlands, riparian areas, native grass areas, and wooded pasture lands for
their environmental benefits as well as the water quality/quantity and diverse forage benefits to
farms and ranches; it would be ludicrous to think residences would/should ever be built on these
areas. Many producers have incredible amounts of their own time and money invested in
maintaining an environmentally sustainable operation.

Yet, despite the assurances we heard in 2003, we keep hearing the horror stories of the BC
Assessment Authority staff interpreting policy in their own way and issuing split assessments
deeming native pastures, sloughs, narrow steep areas along creeks and rivers, essentially anything
that isn't cultivated or the farmyard, as "rural residential® . Often their response to these unfair and
ridiculous assessments is "there is an appeal process’.

No agriculture producers should ever need to go to an appeal and the government should
never have to spend administration money on hearing appeals from a bona fide agriculture
producer. All lands held under title by an agricultural producer have some value to the
operation and should be always assessed as part of the farm.






