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We are optimistic when we see the quotes in various government news releases stating:

“The review and other initiatives like our government’s Agriculture Plan recognize the value and
importance of the farming community to British Columbia.”: Rick Thorpe, (then) Minister of
Small Business and Revenue, responsible for the BC Assessment Authority.

“This is excellent news for local farmers in every community”: Saanich Mayor Frank Leonard

“This review shows government’s commitment to a sustainable agriculture secto:™: Steve
Thompson, Executive Director of the B.C. Ag. Council

“This review will ensure our farming community continues to be vibrant and streng: Val
Roddick, Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture.

“The review will assist government in delivering on its commitment to ensuring the farm
property assessment process is fair, equitable, and straightforward and accommodates the
regional diversity of our agricultural community, *: Kevin Krueger, Minister of small Business
and Revenue

Yes, we share the enthusiasm and our expectations are that government will be addressing some
of the farm taxation irritants and inequities that have plagued innovation, and frustrated or
discouraged investment in farming by new entrants and people involved in small lot farming. We
are hopeful that the review will address policies which now promote unsustainable or
uneconomic uses of land which may be better suited to providing a broader range of ecological
goods and services.

We would like to see changes which will address the following issues
Requirement for Eligible Farm Income thresholds

The requirement for income thresholds is a major source of inequity, unfair treatment, and
complexity for the following reasons:
« Income thresholds require a definition of eligible income. Developing a definition
results in grey areas and inequities in determining what type of income results from
production and what results from services and why some production income is






