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As a stakeholder in the process of addressing Farm Tax Assessment, District A Farmers
Institutes would like to discuss these following points with the Panel at this time. The
feedback we get from you will be considered in our work to determine how we may best
address this issue for our members’ benefit and the benefit of small scale farmers across
BC.

This will allow us to return to our membership and create a consensus document which
we will present to the panel at the end of our deliberations.

Small scale farmers who are members of the Farmers Institutes in BC are considered as
part of the sector of "Community Agriculture”. Community Agriculture is sector of and
holds one seat on the BC Agriculture Council Board.

The practice of split tax assessment has created controversy within our sector. This is
mainly what we wish to address at this time.

We feel that we wish to take a proactive stance and we wish to make the following points.
We also review the facts of Farm Tax Assessment as we know them now.

1 FARM TAX STATUS (Definition)
. Farm status is a major factor in determining the tax base of a farm.

. The size of a farm is also relevant to the farm status, in that the specified minimum
gross revenue must be maintained to keep this farm tax status. This is also
dependant on the size of the parcel of land, which determines the gross profit
minimum amount required to maintain farm tax status.

. The land is further assessed by land use in that unless the total land mass is
farmed, the land not under cultivation is split (for tax purposes) from the parcel
and taxed residential. This is the recent experience of our farm members and the
subject of many appeals this year on Vancouver Island.






