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The Tree Fruit Industry

The BCFGA welcomes the opportunity to meet with you to discuss the Farm Assessment
Review.

1. The tree fruit industry is composed of 950 commercial growers, generating $130
million in wholesale revenue. The industry has invested $103 million in renewal of
orchards through the replant program. The changeover for the industry could not be
made without provincial government assistance, due to the lack of working capital
available in the industry. We estimate the Replant Program has improved the
revenues of the industry by $24 million per year and remains a key example of an
industry-government partnership.

2. The competitive advantage of the tree fruit
industry is our intensive management and the
dry, northern climate. New varieties of
apples and cherries, developed at the federal
research station in Summerland, are gaining
widespread acceptance throughout the world.
It is estimated that 80 percent of new cherry
plantings in the world are of Summerland
varieties.

3. Environmentally, our industry is advanced - we utilize highly-efficient irrigation
systems to conserve and manage water, Integrated Pest Management and other
innovations such as area-wide programs for codling moth and starling control (pests of
tree fruit and grapes). The tree fruit industry is among the lead agricultural crops in
adopting Environmental Farm Plans.
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