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The BC Food Processors Association has become actively involved with farm-based meat
processors and livestock producing communities through the Meat Industry Enhancement
Strategy and is working hard to facilitate regionally distributed, provincially licensed meat
processing capacity throughout British Columbia. The new Meat Inspection Regulation, fully
enforced as of 30 September 2007, requires all meat for sale to the public in BC {including at
the farm gate) to be inspected at a licensed slaughter facility (abattoir).

There are now 33 provincially licensed abattoirs in BC, and 40 more are still working with us
towards licensing. Many of these facilities and proposed facilities are farm based. We estimate
that for every abattoir in BC that manages to upgrade or build new and achieve licensing, 2 or 3
have been lost. This poses significant challenges for livestock producers who rely on regiona
abattairs to handle their animals.

The regional slaughter facility anchors the value chain for the livestock producer, deli meat
manufacturer, butcher shop, restaurant and more. The value chain has an overall multiplier of
7 to 10 jobs for every farm-based livestock job. In light of the strong and growing consumer
demand for local product at farmers’ markets and in the hotel and restaurant trade, we
consider that the BC livestock and meat sector is today where the BC grape and wine industry
was 20 years ago, and we envisage a similarly bright future for it — provided that it can be
sustainable and profitable.

The BCFPA argues that slaughter, as the first step in processing livestock for meat, is a
harvesting activity that can properly take place on farm. A farm-based facility might do only
slaughter or might also provide cut and wrap or further value-added services such as sausage
making. Farm-based abattoir operators and their clients are often livestock producers wheo

choose to market into local and regional community food systems and/or market their specialty
products to niche markets.

The importance of regionally based farm and food businesses has been recognized by the
Province in the BC Agriculture Plan, the Act Now Initiative, and the Community Food Action
Initiative, to name a few. It has been built into a new approach for BC's supply managed
poultry marketing boards, in the form of specialty and new entrant quota and small lot permits
which help redistribute production opportunities and recogrize demand for local product. The
Agricultural Land Commission is reviewing farm business uses of ALR land (like abattairs or
waste digesters) by livestock producers who are willing to be innovative in order to capture
market share for their primary farm preducts, and to add value and add or restore profitability
to their historical farm aperations.

35707 Sunridge Place, Abbotsford, BC V3G 1E5
Phone: 604-504-4409. Fax 604-746-4409






