Farm Assessment Review Panel
Abbotsford, October 27, 2008
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The BC Agriculture Council appreciates the opportunity to appear before the Farm
Assessment Review Panel in Abbotsford as part of the Panel's province-wide public
consultation process. These consultations provide vital stakeholder input to the review
of farm assessment regulations. We appreciate the opportunity to provide our members’
and the Council's views on ways to streamline property assessment rules and
procedures while ensuring equity, fairness and transparency.

The BC Agriculture Council represents the collective interests of BC's primary
agriculture producers. We represent over 12,000 farmers and ranchers through their
membership in producer commodity and sector farm organizations from all regions of
the province. Our members are proud to be growing and producing safe, nutritious food
that contributes to the health and well being of British Columbians.

The agri-food industry serves as the foundation for an agriculture and food cluster in BC
which includes the production, processing, distribution and sale of products that
generates over $35 billion in revenues, employs over 290,000 people. It accounts for
2.3% of provincial GDP and 14% of the provincial workforce.

Farm status is an important component of farming; it forms the baseline identification for
tax purposes and for many benefits that only farmers may access. Benefits such as
farm plates, PST exemption, coloured fuel, and exemption from BC Hydro's two step
conservation rates assist in the profitability of agriculture. In addition it's often linked to
federal and provincial programs - environmental farm planning is one such example.

Three Baseline Principles: —*Mﬂ‘&’ e Fe el aineas

The BCAC feels that there are three principles that are an essential foundation of the
farm assessment review process and any possible changes:

1. Support for the ALR.

2. Maintaining or strengthening the competitiveness of agriculture.

3. The recommendations and changes must leave agriculture in a better and
stronger position.

Five Conceptual Ideas for further Study:

BCAC has developed some initial concepts and recommendations around analysis that
needs to be conducted around the farm assessment process. We feel that the concepts
have sufficient merit to warrant full analysis.

1. BCAC policy supports the ALR. Small lot agriculture is an important part of
maintaining the productive capacity of small ALR sections of land. The farm
assessment review should continue to support small lot agriculture. Land is a
limiting resource and must be protected and available for agriculture to exist.
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